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Furman ALUMNI NEWS
WHEN SURGEON VINOD THOURANI ’90 walked into 
a business meeting several years ago, he had no idea that one 
of the people at the table, Jim Greene, would also be a Paladin. 
“We started talking, and I found out that Jim was the CEO 
of a company called Mitral Solutions, a company that was pioneer-
ing new technology in the area of beating heart mitral valve repair,” 
says Thourani, associate professor of surgery and associate director 
of the structural heart center in Emory University’s Division of 
Cardiothoracic Surgery. “They were doing work with Georgia Tech 
and needed a surgeon to help out on the project. They asked me 
if I wanted to be a part.”
Greene, a 1981 graduate, eventually sold Mitral Solutions 
to St. Jude Medical. After he did, he soon had the opportunity 
to partner with his Furman friend again. Thourani and colleagues 
Jorge Jimenez, a biomedical engineer at Georgia Tech and Emory,
and Ajit Yoganathan, a distinguished professor in biomedical 
engineering at the schools, were preparing to launch a cardio-
vascular medical device company and needed a CEO. 
So Greene came on board as head of Apica Cardiovascular, 
which was founded in 2009 based on technology invented by 
Jimenez, Thourani, Yoganathan and Thomas Vassiliades, an 
associate professor of cardiothoracic surgery at Emory. The company, which began 
in Georgia Tech’s VentureLab program, has developed a system to simplify and 
standardize the technique for opening and closing the beating heart during cardiac 
surgery. According to Thourani, the system minimizes the size of the incision needed 
to gain access to the heart and eliminates the need for conventional sutures, thus 
improving the procedure’s safety and reducing time spent in the operating room.
Apica has licensed the technology and will continue to develop the system, 
which will make the transapical access and closure procedure required for delivering 
therapeutic devices to the heart more routine. The goal is to expand the use of 
surgical techniques that are less invasive and do not require stopping the heart.
 The idea originated from Thourani’s participation in a transcatheter valve 
trial — the only such trial in the Southeast and one of the top !ve in the country 
— sponsored by Edwards Lifesciences.
“One day after !nishing surgery, the patient — a person in their 80s — had 
lost a couple of units of blood. I went back to the Georgia Tech lab, wishing there 
was a way to not lose as much blood. Jorge said he may have something that could 
help me, and that’s where it all started,” Thourani says. “It was basically a clinician 
seeing a problem in the operating room, taking it to a researcher, !nding a solution 
to the problem, and taking it back to the bedside. By the end of this year, we’ll have 
a device that will be able to bene!t people.”
The improved heart surgery system consists of a conduit with proprietary 
technology inside that allows the conduit to be securely attached to the beating 
heart. Surgeons can then deliver therapeutic devices, such as heart valves or left 
ventricular assist devices, into the beating heart without loss of blood or exposure 
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Apica Cardiovascular co-founders, from left, Jim Greene ’81, Vinod Thourani ’90, Jorge Jimenez 
and Ajit Yoganathan, use a model to show where their heart surgery system attaches.
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Mildred Cutts Bailey ’54, October 12, 
Rayville, La. She began her career in 1950 
as a nurse in emergency care at Greenville 
General Hospital. She was a public health 
nurse in Richland Parish of Louisiana from 
1957 to 1965 and was regional manager 
and nursing supervisor for handicapped 
children from 1965 to 1974. She retired as 
director of nurses at the Oakwood Home 
for the Elderly in Mer Rouge, La. A member 
of numerous nursing associations, she 
received many awards and recognitions, 
including a listing in Who’s Who in 
American Nursing in 1986. 
Mildred Zetts Wade ’54, April 15, 
Greenville. 
Billy Eugene Huff ’55, April 27, 
Greenwood, S.C. He was a U.S. Army
veteran. After graduating from South-
western Baptist Theological Seminary, 
he was a pastor for 40 years.
Jean Webster Machen Poole ’56, 
March 29, Lexington, Va. She was an 
elementary school teacher in the public 
schools of Accomac County, Va., and 
Lumberton, N.C.
Elias Coye Still, Jr. ’56, May 26, Eden, 
N.C. He was a U.S. Navy veteran who went 
on to a career in the ministry, pastoring 
a number of churches in the Carolinas. He 
retired from Sunset Baptist Church in Rocky 
Mount, N.C., in 1994 and served as an 
interim pastor at a number of area churches. 
Jack Porter Dean ’57, June 8, Anderson, 
S.C. He was a Baptist minister in South 
Carolina and Alabama. 
Samuel Cecil Hickman ’57, March 10, 
Kennesaw, Ga. He served in the U.S. Army 
and was a member of the Army baseball 
team. For most of his career, he was a 
sales representative for heavy construction 
equipment. He also worked in customer 
service and in the emergency room at 
Kennestone Hospital. He was a member of 
Shriners, Elks and American Legion Post 29. 
Gatha Clyde Gilbert, Jr. ’58, May 
22, Jacksonville, Fla. While serving in the 
U.S. Army in Korea, he directed a Korean 
chorus. When his military service was 
complete, he spent 50 years in various 
music ministries around Jacksonville. He 
was also a talented wordcarver. At his 
death he was working in customer service 
at Coggin Honda.
Robin Ormand Hood ’59, March 21, 
Travelers Rest, S.C. He worked in numerous 
textile mills as a lab technician. 
Russell David Smith, M.A. ’59, May 
18, Spartanburg, S.C. He taught eighth 
grade mathematics at Fairforest Middle 
School and advanced math at Spartanburg 
Community College, and was retired 
from Spartanburg School District 6. He 
was past president of the Spartanburg 
Math Association and was active with the 
National Association of Mathematicians 
and the National Science Foundation. 
He served in the U.S. Army during World 
War II and was a member of American 
Legion Post 28.
James Rogers Dacus ’60, May 23, 
Easley. A U.S. Navy veteran, he worked 
for JC Penney in Greenville and retired 
from Robinson Company.
William Thomas Forrest ’60, May 10, 
Greenville. Tommy played baseball for 
the U.S. Army. He later went into auto 
sales and retired as treasurer of Golden 
Strip Nissan.
Otis Wayne Rutledge ’60, May 15, 
Greenville. He taught music at Greenville 
High School and Greenville and Hughes 
junior high schools. He was also an 
electrician and electrical engineer with 
Daniel International and with Old South 
Electrical. He was a U.S. Army veteran.  
James A. Bowers, Jr. ’62, April 25, 
Watkinsville, Ga. After service in the 
Air National Guard, he went to work 
for Oconee State Bank in Watkinsville. 
Eventually, he and his wife started First 
Allied Securities, which they operated 
until they retired in 2009. With other 
business associates, he formed The 
Bank of Georgia, which they later sold, 
and the North Georgia Bank. He was 
president of the Oconee County Chamber 
of Commerce and was a member of the 
Watkinsville Civitan Club and other civic 
organizations. 
Richard Henry Gettys, M.A. ’63, 
April 10, Easley, S.C. He served in the 
U.S. Marine Corps as a heavy machine 
gunner and drill instructor at Parris Island, 
S.C., and as an instructor in Of!cers’ 
Basic School in Quantico, Va. He was 
awarded the Purple Heart and Silver Star 
for valor in the Chosin Reservoir battle 
of the Korean War, and he participated 
in the Inchon Landing. He went on to 
become an educator, beginning his career 
as a teacher and coach at Spartanburg 
(S.C.) High School. Later he became 
the !rst principal of Easley Junior High 
(now Gettys Middle) and then principal 
of Easley High. He was the !rst director 
of management information systems of 
the Pickens County School System and 
retired in 1994 as superintendent. He was 
involved in numerous civic organizations, 
was a commissioner for Easley Combined 
Utilities for more than 40 years, and was 
on the board of Piedmont Municipal Power 
Agency.
Doug Nye ’63, June 5, Columbia, S.C. 
He was a longtime writer and editor 
for The State and The Columbia Record 
newspapers and was a columnist for 
McClatchy-Tribune News Service. He 
retired from newspapers in 2004 but 
continued to write. He produced a show 
called “Time Machine” on South Carolina 
Educational Television and co-wrote a 
documentary, “When Cowboys Were 
Kings,” that aired on the History Channel 
in 2003. He was the author of Those Six-
Gun Heroes, a book about the heyday 
of the Hollywood cowboy !lm industry. 
Most recently he wrote a weekly column 
on new Blu-ray movie releases for MCT 
News Service.  
Mickey Waldrep Shanley ’63, June 11, 
Greenville. She was secretary and treasurer 
of Waldrep’s Beauty Supply. A volunteer 
with Meals on Wheels and the Battered 
Women’s Shelter, she served on the board 
of the Samaritan House and the Greenville 
Community Development Advisory Board. 
She was a member of the Behethland Butler 
Chapter of the Daughters of the American 
Revolution.
Elizabeth Ann Newell Brown ’71, 
March 16, Greenville. She taught kinder-
garten in Greenville County schools 
for 14 years. 
Christine Harbin Davidson ’72, May 30, 
Greer. She was a retired teacher from Tryon 
Street Elementary School.
Andrew Bradwell Clarke, Jr. ’76, 
May 24, Atlanta. Brad was associated with 
Wells Fargo & Company before joining U.S. 
Deloitte Consulting. He most recently worked 
in the company’s Of!ce of Information 
Management as business solutions director, 
leading the talent program, shared services 
and application management teams. 
Ann Garey Correll ’76, April 30, Charlotte, 
N.C. After two years as Peace Corps workers 
in the Philippines, she and her husband 
returned to the United States. They moved 
to Charlotte in 1984, and thereafter she 
was active in school and community 
organizations. She was a talented artist.
Chris A. Keen II ’87, April 17, 
Hendersonville, Tenn. He worked as a 
corporate administrator for Dialysis Clinic, 
Inc., and served as a director for Allen County 
Farmers Service. He worked with the AGAPE 
Kid’s Classic Charity Golf Tournament and 
was a passionate supporter of local high 
school golf and hockey teams.
Steven Andrew Fowler ’98, June 3, Irmo, 
S.C. He was employed in food management 
with Papa John’s Pizza. 
Joseph Lee Johnson ’98, May 21, Mount 
Carmel, Tenn. A building contractor and 
realtor in the Kingsport area, he died of 
complications from injuries he sustained 
in an automobile accident in 2004. 
to air. Once the surgery is complete, the system closes and seals the access site 
with a biocompatible implant. The closure site can be reopened if necessary. 
With research and development support from the Coulter Foundation 
Translational Research Program and the Georgia Research Alliance VentureLab 
program, Apica has completed a series of pre-clinical studies to test the
functionality and biocompatibility of the device. In March, Apica received a $5.1 
million investment from Ireland-based Seroba Kernel Life Sciences and Israel-based 
TriVentures, with which it will continue to conduct research and pre-clinical trials 
in Atlanta. The testing is expected to lead to regulatory approval. 
Says Greene, “When you bring a new product to the FDA, their two questions 
are: Does it work? And is it safer than what’s out there? If it doesn’t do both 
of those, then you’ve got your answer. It’s not going to be approved and you’re 
back to square one redesigning the product. Just as in life, there’s no guarantee 
in business that just because it’s a cool idea it’s going to be anything that is 
commercially viable, or there’s not another competitor out there that’s developed 
a better mousetrap.”
But in this case, thanks to the combination of technological and clinical 
expertise from his colleagues at Emory and Georgia Tech, Greene believes that 
Apica’s technology “has the potential to revolutionize the delivery of different 
types of medical devices to the heart, including aortic and mitral valves.” 
Compiled by Nancy Fullbright ’95 with Abby Vogel Robinson. Both are com-
munications of!cers with the Georgia Tech Research News & Publications Of!ce.
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